MURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Christine Jordan Correspondence:
Telephone: 07762 602748 Stoney Beck, Murton
E-mail: clerk@murton-cumbria-pc.gov.uk Appleby in Westmorland CA16 6NA

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF MURTON PARISH
COUNCIL 3 August 2026

Present: Cllrs Alastair Bell, Jim Hardman (Vice Chair), Tina Longstaff, Rosemary Mandale, John
McDarren (Chairman), William Patterson, George Slack and eight members of the public.

52/26 Apologies for Absence: There were no absences.

53/26 Declarations of Interest from Councillors:
No declarations of personal or pecuniary interests in respect of items on this Agenda
were made by elected members.

54/26 Minutes of Previous Meeting
Resolved: that the Minutes of the Annual Council and Ordinary meetings held on 11
May 2026 be approved as a true record.

55/26 OPEN SESSION
No points were raised.

56/26 Parish Broadband
Two full-fibre broadband networks are available or being installed within the parish
(Openreach and Fibrus). Availability varies by property. Residents are encouraged to
check provider websites using their full address to confirm service availability.
Openreach Full Fibre Checker https://www.openreach.com/fibre-checker
Fibrus Availability Checker https://fibrus.com/get-fibrus

57/26 Road Closures
The Chair reported that concerns regarding inaccurate road closure signage had been
raised with Tim Farron MP and Westmorland & Furness Council.

58/26 HGVs on minor roads in Parish area when A66 is closed or traffic diverted
The Chair reported concerns to W&F Council regarding HGVs using parish roads when
the A66 is closed. W&F Council advised that an improved signage package is being
finalised, including measures for Murton Parish, with installation anticipated in
October/November 2026.

59/26 Speed Reductions
Following concerns about traffic speed through Murton, W&F Council has undertaken
traffic surveys near Murton bridge. The data is being assessed under the Cumbria Road
Safety Partnership Speed Management Protocol. The Parish Council will be advised of
any recommended actions.

60/26 W&F Council — Appleby & Brough Place Action Group
Councillor Hardman reported that a wooden kissing gate has now been installed at the
foot of Murton Fell, funded and installed by W&F Council. A metal kissing gate has also
been installed at Scordale, funded by the MOD. Other sites along Scordale remain
outstanding.
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Community Energy Feasibility Report. (Appendix 1)

The feasibility report for solar PV installations was considered. Following discussion
regarding costs, grid connectivity and overall viability, it was agreed not to progress the
proposals at this time.

WESTMORLAND AND FURNESS COUNCIL
Planning Applications
No current planning applications were noted.

Highway Faults

Brackenber cattle grids vegetation clearance (reported to W&F Dec 2025) is scheduled
to be cleared by W&F Highways, no date is yet available.

Flood at bend in road between Murton and Keisley (reported to W&F 15/03/26) -
passed onto a network team for assessment.

No other faults noted.

PARISH OWNED PROPERTY, VILLAGE GREENS & ENVIRONMENT

Hilton Green Grass Cutting

Hilton Green was cut in last May due to the length of the grass and general untidiness of
the area. This raised concerns from some local residents who believed it should remain
uncut to allow for wildlife. Following discussion, it was decided that residents would cut
around the perimeter and a walkway through the green with the remaining area left to
grow.

Footway Lighting

Residents in Murton and Hilton have requested that the street lighting be switched back
on as winter arrives for the safety and security of residents. It is accepted that some
residents prefer certain lights to remain off. The Chair asked Hilton residents to confer
and report back on which lights to switch back on.

Garden Waste Skips

The Council considered options for retaining garden waste skips following their
withdrawal by Westmorland & Furness Council. Resident contributions required to
sustain the service were considered excessive and the proposal was not taken forward.

Community Composting

Community composting options were discussed. Due to concerns regarding
management, volunteer commitment and potential misuse, no further action was
agreed.

Parish-owned property

Water troughs in Hilton require clearing of seedlings which have established and are
caused damage to the structures The chair will review with local residents and look at
clearance and repair.

The bench seat next to Murton bus shelter is still in need of repair.
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CEMETERY MANAGEMENT, HEALTH, SAFETY & MAINTENANCE

Cemetery Management

Following the withdrawal of the previous contractor, June's Mobile Gardening Services
was appointed to undertake cemetery grass cutting twice monthly until the end of
September 2026.

Health, Safety and Maintenance - Cemetery wall repairs
No repairs are currently required.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
Budget 2026/27 & Current Financial Situation (Appendix 2)
The current financial situation was outlined and upcoming payments approved.

Community Energy Plan (Appendix 3)
The Clerk shared an updated Community Energy Plan.
Resolved: The Council supported and approved the plan.

Clerk’s report on any actions under delegated powers not otherwise mentioned, and
to note any particular items of correspondence
None raised.

Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas
Clir Mandale reported that the noticeboards along Scordale require attention. These are
MOD owned. The Chair will report to the MOD.

Next Ordinary Meeting
Monday 2 November 2026 at 7:30pm

The meeting closed at 8:48 pm.

Signed:

Chair, Murton Parish Council Date of Meeting: 3 August 2026



