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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF 
MURTON PARISH COUNCIL 3 March 2026 

 

Present:  Councillors Alastair Bell, Jim Hardman (Vice Chair), Tina Longstaff, Rosemary Mandale,   
John McDarren (Chairman), William Patterson, George Slack and five members of the public. 
 

20/26 Apologies for Absence – None noted. 
 

21/26 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (Appendix 1) - the Chairman reported on the following:  
 New Councillor 
 Appleby Horse Fair preparations - intention to erect posts on Murton Green 
 Cemetery – annual tidy up to be held on Sunday March 29th at 10:30am 
 Annual litter pick to be held on Tuesday 17th March 
 Hilton drains update 
 Murton/Hilton gullies maintenance 
 Replacement noticeboard for Hilton 
 High-Speed Broadband developments 
 Energy Feasibility Study progress 

 
22/26 OPEN SESSION  

 A resident raised concerns regarding the speed of traffic near the bridge in Murton, 
highlighting risks to children and animals. The Council discussed potential measures 
including speed bumps, new signage, or a reduced speed limit. The Clerk will liaise with 
Westmorland & Furness Council to investigate available options. 

 
 A report of water collecting on the road bend at The Banks between Murton and 

Keisley was noted. Cllr Hardman has previously reported this to Westmorland & 
Furness Council. The Clerk will raise this matter again with Highways. 

 
23/26 RURAL CRIME GUEST SPEAKER 

PCSO Karen Dakin, Rural Crime Team Coordinator with Cumbria Police, delivered a 
presentation on Operation Lantern. She outlined current rural crime trends and priorities 
including burglary, theft of farm machinery and livestock and environmental offences. 
Karen highlighted the main crime prevention measures which residents can take to protect 
their property, and the importance of reporting and intelligence sharing of any suspicious 
activity. 

  
24/26 Date of next Meeting  

The next meetings are the Annual Parish Council Meeting and Ordinary Meeting 
to be held on Monday 11 May 2026, at 7:00pm and 7:30pm 
 

Meeting closed at 8.28pm.  

 


