MURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Christine Jordan Correspondence:
Telephone: 07762 602748 c/o Stoney Beck, Murton
E-mail: clerk@murton-cumbria-pc.gov.uk Appleby in Westmorland CA16 6NA

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING OF MURTON PARISH
COUNCIL 3 November 2025

Present: Jim Hardman (Vice Chair), John McDarren (Chairman), Willie Patterson, George Slack,
Rosemary Mandale and three members of the public.

76/25 Apologies for Absence: Clir Longstaff (family event) and Clir Bell (holiday).
Resolved: Apologies were accepted.

77/25 Declarations of Interest from Councillors:
No personal or pecuniary interests declared.

78/25 Minutes of Previous Meetings

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 4 August 2025 were approved as an accurate
record.
Resolved: Accepted.

79/25 OPEN SESSION — No issues raised by members of the public.

80/25 Parish Council Electronic Mailing List
Membership now stands at 37. Clir Hardman has additional names to add.

81/25 Hilton Drains
United Utilities has surveyed sewage outlets into the beck and aims to shorten the
current proposed 2030 timeline for remedial action.
A drain blockage was reported. Clerk to notify Highways.

82/25 Murton Water Channel
Clir Hardman mapped runoff, water troughs, and access covers from Murton Fell.
Despite residents clearing blockages, runoff remains problematic in poor weather.
Clerk to request a Highways site visit to clarify responsibility and potential actions.

83/25 Murton Broadband Working Group
No new updates. Fibrus has recently installed cabling on posts in Murton and Coupland
Beck.

84/25 WA&F Council — Appleby & Brough Place Action Group
Clir Hardman reported on recent meeting:
e MOD will replace metal kissing gates in Scordale and Hilton.
e Proposed footbridge at Murton Fell base will not proceed.
¢ Funding for a wildflower meadow on Hilton Green may be available next
financial year; community input to be sought.
e ladder stile at Murton Fell requires repair; Clerk to report to W&F Footpaths.

Signature Date of Meeting
Fy 3 November 2025



Murton Parish Council Minutes — page 2

85/25
85/25/1

85/25/2

86/25
86/25/1

87/25
87/25/1

87/25/2

87/25/3

87/25/4

88/25

88/25/1

88/25/2

89/25

90/25

Signature

WESTMORLAND AND FURNESS COUNCIL

Planning Applications
None in the Parish area.
Highway Faults
e Road patching completed in Murton.
e Keisley Bridge repair outstanding.
e (Cattle grids at Brackenber Golf Course require clearing; Clerk to report to W&F
Highways.

PARISH OWNED PROPERTY, VILLAGE GREENS & ENVIRONMENT

Parish Owned Property
¢ Health and Safety checks due. Clerk to issue checklist for councillors to action.
e Brackenber noticeboard requires attention; Clerk to confirm ownership and
arrange repairs.
e Trough at Hilton bottom green requires tidying.

CEMETERY MANAGEMENT, HEALTH, SAFETY & MAINTENANCE
Cemetery Management
Final grass cut completed; next scheduled for May 2026. Hilton Green cut and tidied.

Health, Safety and Maintenance
Damage to cemetery wall repaired.

Review of Cemetery Fees
Fees increased as approved at Ordinary Meeting 4 August 2025.

Cemetery Memory Wall
Funeral Directors informed; pricing for memorial slates under review. Chairman to
follow up.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
Current Financial Situation (Appendix 1)
e Main costs: grass cutting, Hilton Green maintenance, Clerk’s wages, new
laptop, and Microsoft Office subscription (approved).
¢ Research into higher-interest accounts concluded no benefit; additional
account not pursued.
Resolved: Financial Report signed by Chairman.

Budget proposal for 2026/2027 (Appendix 2)
Slight increase in regular costs noted; precept to remain unchanged.
Resolved: Precept to remain unchanged for 2026/2027.

Remembrance Sunday
Chairman to lay wreath at Murton Remembrance service on 9 November.

Clerk’s report on any actions under delegated powers not otherwise mentioned, and
to note any particular items of correspondence
e Parish selected for community energy feasibility study. Surveyor has reviewed
the area. Report expected in new year.
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e Letter sent to Tim Farron MP regarding Murton road closure; MP raised signage
concerns with Assistant Director for Sustainable Transport and Highways.

e  W&F Council offering free trees; possibility of planting along Murton Green
discussed (requires further investigation due to common land status).

91/25 Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda
None raised.

92/25 Next Ordinary Meeting
Monday 2™ February 2026 at 7:30pm

Next Annual Parish Meeting
The next Annual Parish Meeting has been agreed for Monday 2™ March 2026.

The meeting closed at 8.40 pm.

Clerk, Murton Parish Council
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